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~* gation for Imperial ist ar III, cmphasizod by the hilitery Draft. 


“~@regoon the American workcre ©) thst lnbor costs of production (wages) would not 


rf 


“year 1943, Wartace trumpeted thet sell msinoss people, t> him, meant employers of 


The U.S. Blections = 1948 


The leaders and parties in the electoral campaion of 1948 present a picture cf 
Paradox. The conflict between Russian Imperiai ism and imelo-mericen Imperialism 
dominates all other issues. Within the fremework of this conflict, the meek for 
world Imperialism, ‘the United Nations, misqueredcs as the world public, imp-rtiel 
arbiter between Sastern and Westcrn Imperialism while it is actually the worjd mar~ 
kct place for Eastern and ‘/estorn Imperialism, for making dels on otomic arra- 
ment; partition of Germany, ¢xport and import of capit:.) between East and Vest; 
Sphorcs of influence “in the cdlonial and somi-colonial areas. It is tho mek under 
Cover of which Amcrican Imperialism promotes: the Mershell xlan for the subjugation 
of the world. It is the clo&k under which Russia Promotes the Moscow “Imper ic List 
plan. ‘Together, She y add up to 2 ‘lar pagts 


Internally, the: drive of the capitalist clase of the U.S, Sea atat! the working class 
sharpens. It.saddlcs the working class with the Taft-Hartley low, no-strikc in- 
juactions, anti-radical and Stalinist spy: scares. Thie is the pattem for mobili- 


President Trumin and his competitor Thomas E, Dewey present themselves as champions 
of freedom and liberty against the cxprnsion of Russian Impericlism, while they 
support military dictatorships in Grecce; China, Korea @nd Japon (icarthur 
democracy). Trum.n and ‘Dewey claim to be kadors in the fight ogeinst wer, yet 
they promote the Marshall Flan, which is the political-ccon>mic phase. of militcry 
mensures in time of war. They both support the military dreft. They arc, in 
words, for the independence xf 311 people, yet the: promote the E.Rer. which mckce 
the whole of Yestern Europe dependent on UsSs Impcrislisin. Trumen statcs that the 
Republictn party is opposcd to the vorking clase end Devey etetes that the Demo- 
cratic party is against: labor. The: “re both right. Both portics have united to 


rite, along with capitalist profit. Trumn announces that the Republican icrty ic 
the porty of sconmic depression, and Dewey announces that the Demeerctic purty is 
the porty of inflation. Both irc correct. Devey snorts thst the Trumn foreign 

policy is a weak and vacillating one, yet Demoerst Mersh: 11 ond Republiccn Dullcs 
are carrying wt © bi-partisan foreign policy, which will inevitably leod to Tere 


The leadcrs of the Republican and Democratic pertics expcse cach. ener and revead 
that they are nothing tut political office voys for capitelion. 


Taking advantage of the resentment against the Republicen and Democratic declara-= 
tions of bamkruptcy, of a lnrge minority of the Ameri¢cn workers and middle clase, 
Henry Tfallace in allience with Stalinism, has launched e party, celled the irogress~ 
ive rarty. This p.orty performs « two-fold function. It is a pressure instrumont 
for Russian foreign policy, and 4 party for cmall capitelists, As for back as the 


five-hunéred workers and upy He has continually reiternted in this canp.ign that 
he supports frec-entcrprise capitalism while he advocstce nationalization of besic 
industrics. This means he wants the cspitalist state te become the rein investor 
in the economy while allowing room for the wealthy middle strata of crpitalicts, 
ike himself, t> expand. Wallace supports the Imperialist Larshcll Flen in con- 
cealed form by supporting the Strlinist forcign policy, which is in fevor of 2 
Marshall rlan with clauses, frvorablo t> Russia, On the other hanc, he istta 
knight in shining armor, who, in the best tr-ditions of Imperial ism end nation- 
alism, claims he will make Ancrice "strong, froe and happy". His apparcnt 
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malivency on behalf of the Negro and Jewish workcore is £9 ouch acnornsion tu o.ten 
votcs, His program is pro-capitalist “nd enti-vorking class. 


The most comicrl picture of psrndsx are the Trotskyites end the Socislists. They. 
want a labor party which is .t the sunc time militent and oiutiscapitelists boum 
gcois democratic and revolutionary. (they wint opportunism without opportunists) 
They want a Marshall plan that is anti-capitalist and proworking class, eli i 
ones They arc for a maximun of democracy for the working-class end 2dvocztce 2% 
the seme time the highest degree of tot-litcrianisn, nationalization of. basic in~ 
dustries (under capitalism), Norman Thoms “advocates Socialism while he proposce: 
to use capital t» buy out the biggest capitalists. of cours¢, Thomas will havc to 
¢xact a promise from the capitalists not to rcinvest the ceapitel with which he 
proposes to purchaso their industry, and thus continue accurmlation of c2pitel. 
Confiscation with compensation on the hecls of a hypothetical Trotskyite~Socialist 
parlianent-ry victory as a substitube for the class struggle, is the road tc ruin; 
the rond of state capitalism and’ burenucracy, Mormon Thomas wants an Imperialist 
War which #t the same time is “prowvorking clase". He supported ‘orld ‘iar IL and 
advocated the impossible, an: Imperial ist wir with "demecratic ains', * 


Clo=rly, support for any of the prrtics and le-ders -t present dominating the Ancre 
ican political arena is support for eApitelism ond warse. Instend of a vote for 

the parties of tmr and capitalism, ve ndvoente the building of a vorkingxclarcs 
revolutionary p-rty in the U.S. with the following basic principles. 

Im Our conception of the world and the society proper to it is thet of Marx's ~ 
scientific Socialisn. 

2— For the reconstitution of 2 revolutionary Interneticonel ag-inet the Interna- 
tionals of Betrayal (Socicl Deiseracy, Stalinisn, Trotsk:ism) 

S- Against collaboration with the bourgeois cna pseudo=prolctarian parties which 
uphold:the false snd deceitful banner of "true democracy", f 

4~ The ‘tradé unions of the C.1.0., and ieFele, Reilri-ds Brotherhceods 2n@ “Indce 
pendent Unions", are part 2f the legal apparatus of the capitalist st=te, a 
Working class unity will be achieved on the basis of the ‘plattrm of the parte ..of +i) 5 
the revolution, and, under its leadership, within those. ~ organishs, created in 

the revival of proletarian cl-ss strugele. | i 

5= The farisworkers are the class brothors of the Industrial proletariat end rast 

be won over to class s lidarity, ; 

6— 411 so-called movements of colonial independence hove an Imperialist base. 

Theres docs not cxist for the colonial and semi-colonial arcas, any longer the prob= 
lem of & bourgeois revolution. The only ‘rood ig thet of proletsrian revolution. 

Y= The proletarint ust vork for the defer.t of its on bourgeoisic am its satcll- 
ites in the advanced industrial sectors of orld copitelisn, as yell as for the : 
defeat of its ovn borgeosie and sntellitcs of the colonial and semi-coloniol arcoas 

of world capitalisi, in tine of ymor,. Pe =aoe 

8s The dofcat of the bourgeoisic, dn.a vorld scalc, accciplished through the -civil 
wars of the proletariat, under. the guidance “nd jeé.dcrship of the Revolutionar; 
International purtz7, will be the beginning of the’ Socislist Reorganiz.tion of 
Socicty under the Dictatorship of the rroleterints cat 
Im The Dict«torship of the rroletsrict, will scrve as the transition to the classe 
lees society of Socialism, where the state, ee known under capitalism, vill cis- 
adpear,, and Governtient and Tyremny, will becore the hist>ry.of the past. 


io- The Dictatorship of the prolet:ri tis not to be understood as a defense of 
the Sovict Unione On the contrary, tha .dictatcrship of the proleteriean will 
arise in Russia, which is now am Inperialist stetc, through Socinlist revolution. 


De Atkins 
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The Christian - Dericer:.tic unt the 
Stalinist Unions 


Workers: ; 

-S we said long ago, the split within the trade unions is practically complctc, 
With the strong support of the govermicut, and with an. influence nethodicelly ace 
quired under cover of "tr-de-union unity", the Christian Derocrats at inst heve 
Caused the fatal devélopmont of events; the social-nationsl corranists heve undorm 
gone it, and offer to the dissidents x» prt of yur p-trimony, sc the can build 

& nev husa 

Froa now on, two workers orecnizetions will compete for your vote, for your support, 
and contributions. One will enticc yu with the fl«ttcring reletions thich unite 
it vith the sovernnent, and, consequently, the ere-.ter influence which it is able 
to exercise. The other will ask you t> join under the old flag of 2 tradition of 
Strugsic, trying t> recuper.te, with the exclusion of the cleric2l trade-unionisn; 
&@ proletarion virginity, jdong and for crer lost, 
the truth is, that neithor one 2f these two org¢nizations ein pretend to repre scent 
yor class interest, They arc divided, not bee-use the intercst end the aspira- 
tions of the workers are represented by one of the parte, and the interest and the 
‘ill for survival >f capitalism are represcnted by the other; thor ere diviecd for 
the same reasons that caused ‘the splits of the tripartie n governiients. Because 
the guiding phlitical forecs - christian demoers.t on onc side, socialist and sociczl 
navioarl-commnists om the other - they arc nothing but the national editions of 
international capitalist forces in conflict. Both of then sre the unions of capi- 
talisn and var, because they sre directed by the portiecs of the bourgeois, tieca to 
the capitrlistic intorests of Occident ond Orient, of Americs 2nd Russian. With the 
creation of . clerical tr-de union, the first, =re looking for guereantics for un= 
disturbed function in the national rceonstruction under Anericyn termiss the others 
are trying to maneuver the old one tr..ditionsl vorkers! orgsnization, to intcerate 
it uncer Russian termis. Both tic the trede unions to the bourgeois setrte whose 
control they hold as agents of alaeric:, or whose control they aim to obt-in «s 
egents of Russia, It is for this ssne re~son, thet even the minority eroup, Saran 
@2t and Republicen, Which. tods;r decl-re they remein as 2 fector of reconciliation 
and arbitration in the 91d C.Geyz vill be unavoidably forced, vith the proccss of 
tine, aml as a force supporting Amerio.n jinaperial ism, t> be promoters of net: ond 
irsep-rable splitsy 

YVOYrkK6rsy 

Both trade unions will act within the fielea of democracy, legality and reforn, 
Within the traditional field of your min, Yesterday united, the trode union of 
"frozen wages", of the reconstruction of the economic snd political apparatus of 
cayitslism, of the obstruction to the demobilization of troops, of the mancuvered 
strikes; of the subordination of your fight to the so-calleca supérior interests 

cf the ftherlend, Divided, both trede unions will remain the soriee 

Every one of ther will prouise, in order to attrect support, end votes, the most 
complete internal democracy, the iost complete right to expression of ninoritics, 
tac guaranty of “no=politics'. But you know by experience, .fter yecrs end years 
cf political democracy, that through the very sme mech:nisn of the so-called lib- 
crtics, the c-pitalist State exercises its pityless contrcol over the working clesse 
You know thet feoding you with the illusion of solving your problems vith 

buslots, or tith the oxercise of certrin constitutional eusrentics, it is possi-~ 
tle for the bourgeosde to paralyze, to corrode, t> Cestroy your fighting Spirit, 
tae class-solidarity in your struggle. The split, leaves intect the conscrvat ivc 
character of the trade unions: nd innovations in tho organization >7f the CoGeley 
no technics] ability in the construction of the Cleric:1 trade union, vill moke 
of these tw trade unions an instrument of defense of ycur class interests, 


— 
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a fighting instrument aginst the political and ecesxonic frame work of capitalisn, 
Neither one of the tio will be frec, becouse both of them mre ticad to the forces 
of imperialism and war; neither one of then will be proletarian, because both of 
them are engaged in maintaining the socicty of your exploitation, 
Vorkerss 
We, internationalist cormmmnists, will opor:te with our propsgonda and our action 
to clarify for zou, the counter-revolutionary role of tho tro trunks of trade- 
unionism; to assist zou to recognize in then, and in the forces that control then, 
oné of the bistions of the capitalist Stxte, “gcinet which you are culled to fight. 
This is the necessary condition for a Complete bresk with the chains th=t keep you 
tied to the programs end institutions of the capitalist reaction, 
Tae class unity of the proleteriens will not be built around either one of the tro 
counter~revolutionary trunks of one organization, which is dead for your fight, and 
ultizate interests, The class unity will be built around the class progrnm of the 
party of the revolution, and, under guidance, within tho organisns that the revo» 
Autionary impulse of the asses will know hoy to create in situations of revival 
of the proletarian upsurge. Against the clericel tracde-unions: of kestore and De 
Goisparis against the trade-unions, apparently réds bot counter-revolutionary in 
reality, of Di Vittorio and Togliatti, yhe camunist vanguard continucs tho fight 
tc prepare the political and raterinl aris for the unavoidable revolutionary ad- 
Vance yecorary of the proletarian, and, first of all, to prepare thet cecisive 
weapon of struggle anl guidance, that is the class party. The cormnist vanguard 
kncvs thet, finding yourself in the tregic situation in thich the counter=-revolu- 
tionsry parties have placed you, the great majority of you, under a fear psychosis, 
ths possibiiisy of hunger, and the danger of being firec, will remain attachec to 
tradeunions, from which, however, there is nothing to be expected. ievertheless, 
the commnict vanguirl call tho prolet-rinns who hove the strength, to place above 
everything else, the 4ltimate class intearcsts, over the risks end Cangors of the 
moment. The proletaricns rho feel urgently the political problem of frecing them 
selves and their Class, from the claws of imperialism end war; ‘to ect torsether 
around the program and the organized force of the farty cnd its trade-union section. 
mince if in this dark hor we are going through, there is still a light and a hope 
of proletarian advance am class victory, it is there, around th-t progran end 
shat organism of strugele, the party that is strong and actives 
hong Lligs to the class unity of the workers§ . 


Executive Committee of the 
Internationalist Comrmmnist frerty 
From Batteglis  Gomnista 

auge 4—- II, 1948, 

Translated. by, Graco 
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The 1ore-oné follows ‘the evolution of Trotskyisn, thé ‘uiore “one realizes the poli- | 

. tical shallowness of the 1i0t ives -soparst ing then frat Stelinierg One could say 

that. botwacn the to: currents there ise ‘relationship ‘of relay ‘racers, “in which °°. 

She. munker up.front is overtaken, end relinquishes his ‘bamicr,; Thich ‘he sociied to 

cacry high and iumneulnte. In other words, Protskyisn appears as the forerunner, 

of my Cvolution that Stalinism accaiplishers with “ircn lopic, even if sliehtly bem 
icted, behind dts fictitious rival, It fs thus driven to take sides vith Sty, with 
out foar or eibarrassnent, in) the fundesiontal turns. of the recont history cf the  _. 
levelopuent) of; capitalism, “This explains. both the dirfinity, Trotskyiss finds, in 
differentiating, clearly, its prseraix and tactics Proy thost of Stilinisn, and its _ 
charsctorist ic procedure of converging: or diverging from Stalinisn, according to the, 
aistande. betvecntwo,rumorbel iin sei le SSE SOME BL FS tibee Song ae oe A hyaret 

fot, this iupreseiony. on- closer: anilvbis appears ristcken.’ ° Rather than rtpretcnt- f 

ing the. expsrinental..fielil- ofr the’ evdlution bf Stalinien, the Trotskvite tactics ~ 
sugecst the pictire of a "child prodigy" , whose adventures An Qangor ous‘ country, . 

+ perfectly tolprated: by) hie mother, havo’ the cxtraortinary power’ of Aciding the con. 
founde’ sheop. back to ‘the-éhecp-fold,~and of returning to the superior authority of 
the family, which it thought for a while to cseatc. ‘ 

s In fact, it is not only truco thet Trotsk:is.. anticipatce, in its tactics, those 
which are necesssrily to be the mancuvers of Stalinisu, but it is also true that 
after rapid excursions into the zone of fire, they return inevitably to the point . 
where it scomed their course sepirstcd fra: that of Stolinies, ae 
This is obviously the fate of 211 tiddle-of-the-rond positions, which is not only 
that of being eomtinuwusly devoured br reforuism, but cleo lercing back to their 
Coniion: denoinator, Stalinism. It is thus an iron historic logic, which, after 
violent contrasts, brings Trotsk:yisi to line up reguleriz vith the ..ore typically 
reactionory formations of reformisri, nc t> be the teil of the populer. fronts and 
Was, It does not mtter if they reject the treditionel «nd classic armie nt of- 
Trotskyism, like the “Defense of the Soviet Union: the emclusion is *lvays, ond 
fatally, the same; nor etn it be 8. id to speak for the ¢l>rity of those vho. arc 
“igainst the defonse of the Sovict Union", while upholding, the Trotskyite "Trane i- 


’ 


tional Progrant!, » 

One of the most characteristic sturibling blocks of Trotskyisn, is the oucetion of 
the struggle for independence, of semi-colonial and coloni*l countrics, including 
under this heading, not only the countries where bourgeois coloniclism exists for 

* ore than. century, but Also the countri¢s with hight industrial developnent, whih 
the second Imperialist wer has pl-ced under’ the iron control and total exploitation 
of the great: powers. ee a Lares Bivehy ‘ 

. In regard to these struggles, the constant position of Trotskyisn, is to support all 
Novencnts of so-c.lled indepondenee of the ne.tive bourgecsic, ns factors able. to: 
weaken the international frame ‘of the colonizing impericlisn. This ve ll--intentioned 
support, is conditioned in the sénse of maintaining: the ir distance, org -nizationally, 
between the bmrecois partics of independence end the :nti-inperialist proletcricn | 
p.rtics. But results in a substentisl parcllel in their proer:me, end consccucntly, 
also in their tactics. The found-tion of the colonial policy? of Trotskyism hes 
nothing which differentictes it fru. the netion-listic portics of bourgeois raci- 
calisii. They are aims which rotate around bourgeois democracy “nd nationnl in~ 
dependenee. In this ficld, Stalinism oon te.porsrily differentiate iteclf in a 
more eautious ray, to pose the sziuc probleis, and. certaialy concealing there But 
it is unavoidable that during its developuent, it is driven not only to mxke then 
its own, but als to make its xm, the slogcns, which e short thile 2¢o the Trot- 
skyites announced as their om privete ciscorc Iie 
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It was enough, for instancc, for the inpericl ist centr: cictione betrcen the U.S.e, 
a UsS.SeRe to blaze up, snd the Fae of "naticne1 independence" became the 
ral ailying ery of "national cormmnisii', «fter the destruction of - sthole serics of 
Miah s a national Seah nenderaes, torether vith the unavo ide. -blé sequence of 
denotratie slogens, advance] as a trensitional stege torrds Socic-lisme. Once secin 
Trotskyisnm ond Stalinism merge together. 
Reac the inessage of the 4th Internertionsl to the Japenesc workers (Fourth Intcrna- 
tional Sept.e- Oct. 1947, «, 242 = “Open Lctter t> Yorkers and kearonts of Jepzn") 
ts criticism of Stalinism resolves itself into a particular and cpisodic rsrcct, 
inagent ad of charscterizing it as generally, fundanentally countcr-revolutionsry, 
The "Open Letter" to the Japanese workers and peasants criticizes Stalinist for 
support to the Imperial institution (support wh ich Stalinism hes since renounced 
without ceasing, for 411 that, from be ing reactionory), The tectics resolve there 
stlves into a “demand for the ‘withars wal of the occupation troops end the right of 
ths people te dispose of themselves. This slogen, vhich now has become the lcit- 
motif of all Fopulcr Fronts, is, fron the liarxinn point of view, felees; ns.4f the 


witharwal of occupation troops under tho regime of inpericlisn intern: tion-=li-; a 
could imean liberty for any “ people! (“hat is, from the iiarxist sto nepoint, a 

pc ople? ) to dispose of themselves; =s if a people could, under expitalism, choose 

their om destiny. Once these troop “re withcrern, they request free elections ‘ 


for a Constituent ssembly, in which the people could decide without coercion, the 
type of State and Constitution which the- really vant (for the "Lerxists' cf the 
4th International, bourgeois pirliauent is not - foma of coercion). 

In the struggle seainet infl-tion and the hizh cost of living, the 4th Internctiond 
fights for a sliding scsle of :eges adjusted te the high coset of living, for con- 
crol of peognessan exercised by fa eke LAE Se aeec nee eitoes for price 


eracly “ipoted il by house-wives and pbSr ar: £2, ees thus jo as topether with 16 
Dery a tee reformers on the one hond, snd on the >ther, with St-linisn on a 
rorld scale. »Fintlly (here -comes the coéd-r) they promote the "¢rcetisn of a 
workers’-2nd peasants’ Seas wit De co dis ninistcrse (this last sae ition’: 
oy itself, is a tre-sure) with the final g0°l, which neither the reformist soci-l- 
ists nor Stalinists have yet renounce, "the complete abolition of capitelism, 
uct a Japanese worker choose between this dish, containing democratic eins snd re- 
mote revolutionary- POP IeNGRs and & pregrem of netionel independence md progress= 
ive democracy, condensed in the siie winirmn objectives, but leaning on the nili- 
Sory strength of Aussia, onl defy him not to chocse this inst one. Especicrlly 
.bén the Secretariat of the 4th Intern-tion*l strives to préve that the St-linist 
bureateracy has betfayed the fundasénts] prvercis of ‘Soei- isn, but in‘ oxse af wer 
stu.pports it (although in ‘conditions al firm--“fires.son condition’) in’ the nance or 
defense of the “progressive! ‘and: “revolutionary emmque ste! of the antionalizes 
e consi and ‘state ple snning. 

Poet 
but there are those within the Trotskyito current, who esmnot swallow this canitu- 
sotion, in view of the ovident treeson to thé revolution: ry internetionaliset’ cause 
of tho proletarist by the "progressive" Russie of Stalin. The dissident wine lcac 
ny Shactman, is in this position in the U.S.ie But also for this dissident bre.ncth 
of International Trotskvisiu, centrisr rer “ins the a Wy end ecntris is the antc- 
chamber to Stalinism. : 

The Marshell Plan, is, by Cotition acceptance, 2 plen for reking Europe 2 colony of 
Imperialism. The Stalinists say this &lso; on the basis of which they cerry on 
their prope aces, which is'not only. electoral, The Trotskyites sey this, the 
same as we do. But what: Sonelusions do they arer from it?- The: aCe conclusions 
28 the Stilinists, which Shactien's Vorkers' rarty attacks most violently (labor 
ction, Nove I7, 1947) itt is necese. ry t> euprort’ eid to Barope, uae requires 
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Lnot it does not becorie a weapon for the subjection of the Old orld to the In 
perialisn of the New. In othor worls, requesting Dapericlisn to give chority; 
ov sesting beceuse it gives too little; less then it could; and pretending that the 
nGip given, be given without oblis:tion; for Christ4an pity; and that they shold 
aot imke satellites of those tho receive it (for these “horxists," one o:n te both 
debtor and independent, slave anc fresd 
Taeis practical progrenge 
i- "full help, material, financial, worn] (moral, too, for God's sake) to be givca 
%o the working class and the people of Eurcpe; Labor «=Ctlon, fer from opposing, 
thinks that ruch uiore could be done by capitalistic arcrie. in order te help 
Euroge, than what is propose in the Marshall plen (then, it is under caritelist 
austtees), 
2» "fe opposc all links and conditions to an aid progrem which in any wy, might 
fucilitats the intervention of Anericen Imperislism into tho interncl affairs of 
tne countrics aidedes.eas well as the imposition of intercst, the insistcnec on 
prefexvential tre tment ani other methods of Iaperialist intervention". (Por the 
Trotskvites as well as for the Stalinists who hold the sanc position, intervention 
* ie not the essence of advancing capitel or rev material, but is relatccd to partix 
cues chauscs, which if excluded, would not lesecn their iron bound subecrv ionecs 
Trotskyism and Stalinism welcome help from the patrons, but "don't nake us pay 
a4 inte rest. 
jm Here comes the grotesque.e— Toplintti at the 6th Conercees (C.r, of Its) user 
The somé argument with the same or siniler words cre apainst the monarencnt 
of the pian by trusts and corporationsesssani re Vropoes that the trace unione of 
the respective countries have the ripht to save ant protect the interests of their 
workers, €0 thit no fund, loan otc. be used for their exploitotion". (European in- 
dustry then would have to accept lone, tut not to exploit the workers, ‘That is, 
they woulda have to stop functioning <s ca itelistic incustrys, Those who ecvance 
the money would conesle the trorkcr, throurh his defence oreenigetions, the richt 
to make unproductive, the lente? canit-1? ) 
Thus we sec thet Trotskyism, defeniers of the Sovict Union or not, arrive at the 
eeme conclusions. They accept ceiocracy and reject the consequences, They play 
at independence with the weapons of bupericlisris Theyy seck te reform the most sub= 
tae inmeasures for the ste bilization of rorld capitelism, ond pasees them off ac 
oresgressivse measures. Imperialism can rejoice. It is not interested in the cons 
vations, The essential, is to have puarcnteed the support of thet class, which 
sraditionally it considered its adversarye Be quict, Lcft or Right Trotskyites 
-¢ficon Inpatialisn will not need to impose clauses tc realize, through tio po 
ty of your help and of your blessed Stalinist Cousins, the subjection of Western 
Surope vo their plans, 


9 
licy 


Iv 
Finally, there is 2 variety of Trotskyism, which, incepencently of the acceptance 
or not of the slogan of defense of the U.S.S.Re, are Convrinecd thet the tactics 
of supporting the movements for national or cclonial incepencence is ruinouc, in 
the teris in which Trotskyism traditionally poscs it. The New International (ore 
gen of Shactmen) reports the resolution, (October 1947, pe 253) of a group of 
Chinese Trotskyites which left the official oresnization because it gocs cn sup- 
oorsing the Kuomintang even aftor it hes long ccoased to lead an independent anti- 
imporialist struggle against Japan (anc when hea it lca it?). The Chinese dissia nts & 
Jcntés arc aware of the failure of the policy of uneonditional support te all 
_iovernents of colonial emancipation, ond recognize th-t the flag of "Indepencence 
* from Taperialism', (in this case, Japencee Imperislisti) hes always servec only 
to justify the repression of the workers’ moverents nnd the ressacre of the pro= 
acftarionss But from this first correct prenisc they do not arrive et a critics 
veeveriaetion of the problem, in the sense cf recognizing, that all the so-crllec 
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worenents of Colonial inderendence have, mainly todey, an imperialist base, and 

saet on the other hand, there does not cxist anymore, for the colonics, the probe 
lem of a bourgesis revolution. 52 thxt, either from the point »%f view of the 

fight against Inpericlist oxcloitation, or from the interncl one of the clase 
stiuggle, the only question is that of prolctsri:n revolution. They (Zhe Chincse 
Trotskyites) derive from it a line, which, while pretending to liquidate tho crrers 
of the pist, lewds the workers strugelc, again, on the track to all the defeats, 

the proletsriat of the ¢)lonial countries have alresdy sufferet. The foundation 

of the Trotskyite attitude in regard to colonial movemmts is slvays this:- 
‘participate in the war while mainte ining complete indepencence of action ond pole 
icyt; ‘a movement for nation®l cuancipation led by the "national" bourgeos4o.oc ° 
the colonial countries can assume a progressive choracter only when the masses which 
participate, enjoy full liberty of propaganda, orgenizetion and action" (onc dc- 
mands the impossible); a bourgeois moverent can be proeressive or not, and aftor 

the evaluation as to its propressiveness, they will have to be supported or note 

Wor instances~ "The anti-imperiealist wars lod by the coloniel bourgcosic hove not 
been and will not invariably be propressive unccr all conditions, or at ail ‘since, 

The ix character mst ilvays be decided in tems of internel and intermstionni fnce * 
tors," 

Intemeale if the var is leal 2t the price of = terrible oppression of the native 

worksrs anc peasints (could ym figure a wer which does not oppress, or Which , 

Since it secms a problem of degrec, oppresses slightly, peasonts and workcr s? ) 

tuen, although it secms it has a progressive role in the struggle against the ine 
perialist power, it is, however, reaction=ryecees 

Intemationals~ if the wer is between a colonizl country, on one side, anc on ire 
perialist power on the other, tht is progressive; if it is lead instcad (or in 

the last antlysis, ends by being) between two Inperislist powers, and thue becones 
part of ths Inperinlist warseeeit loses the progressive cheracter it hed at the | 
berinnine’'—-— as if in the age of Inporiclisia, a coloni:l country could ever len a 

tpoure colonial war without becoming = pawn of «nother Inpericslist power. 

Final result: the Trotskyvites will fight fcr colonicl independence even in a wor 

led by the respective exploitetive bourgeosie, cleining the richt to be, at the 

same tinc disciplined soldicrs, and intronsigcant revoluticnsrics. 

Is is well thzt the Trotskvite positions be chown in all their absurdity, as in 

tiiis- case when carrie. to their logic:l. conclusions. The absurd is really at the 

base of middle-of the~road positions (centrism). i very busy search for progcress=- 

ive conquests in a socicty which no longer has snything to offer the proleterict, 


bit wer, laced on this plene, one slides to the bettoms: either one eribracce war = 
without conditions; or one, in the manner of a lover picking the ‘petels of = caisy, 

scoys, the war is progressive, the ver is not progressive; it will ceuse suffcr ing; . 
i+ will not cause suffering; it will be mde between Imporinlist powers, or be- 3 


twoon colon and cohonizers. Since the onswer of the doisy is nq longer neccss ry, 
one is thrust into the war, saving face with the declarction that onc kecps an ine 
dependent faccoseowith the result, acting es cannon-fodder for the bourgeosic, or 
for the "Socialist sixth of the wor.i. Recciving as final reward; besides tno 
damavs, tne jokes and butts of the bourgeosic. 

AS bottom, this is well deserve’, because if the problem is to find, with Diogcnes 
lamp, the intermo’iste links of progress, under the bourgeois regime, what of 
"orogrossive democrscy' which Stalinism has sold eve rmwhore in the World? 


From Prometeo- April- Mars 1948 : 
Tronslatecn bysesoers Crespo 
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The Germar, Geisie 
the strugele between Russian and ‘iestern Inporisl jem for Bexlin, is the sti ugsele 
for domination of Germanys ‘The confiink over Germany is the strupele of Bastorn 
end Viestemm Imporialism for Muropes., . The. batts 9 struervle for 


> 
attie for Euroce. is: th 
worid domination betwecn Ruscien Imperialism and Americ=n Imperialism, 


Russia and the United States compete for the support of the. messes of GC rmeanye 
Whichever Imperialism wins heeemony over Germany hes a nighty sword poised to 
Dlunge into the vitals. of the other. .In ordcr to forge-thrt sword on the anvil 

of Gormany,both Imperinlisms roisc the demagogic slogan of: "Unified Gormany" 5 
Both therefore, attempt to appear as gemine friends ‘of 2 "Unified National German 
State, The fiction of unity is promotcd by the merring of the Western occupice 
zones and the ercotion of a parl iauentary facade to m-k¢ the illusion scer con 
Vineinge Imperialist France, a deferted power within the victorious Western war 
bioe weluetantly poes along, ferring a.German Imperialist revival uncer cither 
russian or Western Imperislisme Russicn Inperidiem constructs an apperatus in 

the trode union sector, and undcr tho porty of the Gern-n~-Sovict police, the "Som 
sialist Unity Party", to pm mote a "Unified German Netional State". Russian om 

‘ american Impcrisl ism misquemde 8 “Democracy', in order to conceal their Inperiole 
ist aims in Germany. Within the Esstem bloc, Folend g%s along on the Russian 
program, reluctantly, for fer of a revived German Inperinlism. 


The mofern content of capitalist rule is once again shown most clesrly on the Geom 
men question, Jt is state capitalism, more populcrly knovn as Fascisn, Negisn, nd 
CtAlinisms "Democracy" in Germeny is composed of the iayri-d tr-de union cx pare 
lianentary bureaucr.ts who in the Russicn svhere esrry out the orders of the Russicn 
dinper ialist military goverment, and in the Yestern spheres, the allied Miilitory 
government orders. Their trade unicn and volitical oresnisne rest on the beycnets 
Of Russian ond .meriean Imperiidl isn. In Eestern Gerrvny, these are the Stalinist 
Fociniist Unity tarty, and the Christian Democrats, In We stem Germ-ny, they are 
rainly the Soci.l-Democrats and Christicn Democrats, On both sices of the ‘Iron 
curtain’, these sitellitcs seck te peddle the preerems -f Impericlism tc the Gow 
Lom Wa886Se However, the attempt to scll amcrioe-n or Russicn Gonination through 
sno" democratic’ gentry to the German masscs hes failcd.s In the abscnce of a-rcvoe 
Juvionary marxist party it is increasingly evident thet the German workcrs md fare 
mors still favor Nazism, Nazism, being the st.te capitelist political ideolcry of 


= Gcruan Inperialism is a road tool of Russia and the United Strtcs ain the strugele 
“o mule Germany, ‘Therefore the present and future policy t) substitute Nazi rni- 

° crs for the Bourgeois Democratic fakcrs by Russis end Amcrim prove t> the hilt, 

é tuct historically, the issue is, not Democracy versus Fascisr, nor Democracy versus 


Russia, but proletarian revolution vcrsus capitalism, 


Thé capitalist trade unions of United Statcs Inpcrialisn show, on the Ccrman qucse 
Sion, ones again that they are part of the lege appar-tus of Juacrionn capitalisine 
Tas ColeOs amd LoPel. sock to carry mt the policics >of jucrica Ispcrialism Aone 
wif Gorlan rank md file, but without success, The labor Department *s Trede Union 
Gv isory Cortaittes om Intcrnational affcirs, in which the 6.1.0. Intcrn-tional 
ifiairs Dircctor Michael Ross represented the C.I.0.,. -nd the ePsle by Irving 
é From and Renry Rutz, nid, smong other things, the folloving to report, “Rescnt= 
mont and eriticisn, throughout our zone, whether juctified cor not, are rife to 
such on extent thot one can generalize by swing thet no Gernon politi cinn can 
afford to become too ruch identified with dsecupstion policy and administr-tion. 
The CeIe0. News of Septe 27, 1948 furthcr rcports that the U.S. tr dc union re= 
presentativcs snid they found thet nost of the Germinn union nenbere end all 
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deneratic forces in Germany “fcar annihilati v 
48 in the Russian Sphers, Democracy in the Wostorn awe ie militery rulce 


The German working clase imst break with Russian, jmcriesn, French md fezi com: 
ination. They iust begin to undorstand tht just as "Democracy" worke for theiy 
continued expltitation, Nazi Inperinlism will lead then on the samc road to ruin 
via a revived guperenation-lism, ..t best, the Gorman vorkers will rermein scni- 
Cslonial slaves under any form of capitalist rule. The slogan of a "Unificd Gcr- z 
many" adopted by Stalinist Imperialisu, oni U.S. Imperialism, with the ir satollitcs, 
reading from left to right, is part of & program to kecp the Gerran proletcrict 
united against its sn clase intercsts. 5 


The road of the Gormin working cliss rust be the road of Revolutionory Inte na~ 
tionalism, which means *% split with its om ¢xploiters, foreign and domestic, and 
a& rejoction of the concept of 2 "Unificd Germmy", Rather, the unity cf the Gor= 
man workers mist be unity with comredes of all the nations of the world in build~ 
ing a world revolutionary p.rty, which shall, in Gerrany, and internationally, cee 
tablish the Revolutionary Dictatorship of the iroletrrist,. 


= 


Ronember, Gerrin cormrados, the Mershell plan is f ttening you a little bit nore 
in order to usc you in & war againet Russin. The Moscow plen sceks the sane eral, 3 
to usé ym in a war against the United States. The Nazi plan seeks to exploit 

your false national pride for the sane Impertalist var ains. 


Your only choice will ultimately be the road 7 revolution. ‘Take it, 


D. /.tkine 


Hoover Institution 
Stanford, California 94305-6003 USA 
Notice: This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17, U.S. Code). 


